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WALK FIVE:  HUGHESDALE 

 

Sources:   

Gobbi, H. G.:  Taking Its Place – A History of Oakleigh 2004 

www.monash.vic.gov.au 

Murray, Peter R. and Wells, John C.: From sand, swamp and health…A History of Caulfield 1980 City 

of Caulfield.  (For Rosstown Railway information.) 

 

Please note:  some buildings included in this walk display modifications and modern signage, so 

may be somewhat different to their earliest appearance. 

 

Hughesdale is the smallest suburb in the City of Monash at just 2 square kilometres in size.  In the 

late nineteenth and early twentieth century the area consisted mainly of market gardens and a 

number of large estates which included the owners’ substantial houses.  Formerly Oakleigh South, its 

name officially became Hughesdale in 1998. It was named after John Vincent Hughes, a City of 

Oakleigh mayor (1924-25) who lobbied for developments in this area, including the station in Poath 

Road. 1  

 

A striking number of streets in Hughesdale bear the names of English railway stations.  The impetus 

for these names was a remark by the Victorian Chair of Commissioners for the Railways around 

1882, that Oakleigh would become a great railway hub like Crewe in England.  This led to a land 

boom around Oakleigh, and the names of English railway stations were given to newly subdivided 

streets to encourage these expectations.  2 

 

It is suggested that you commence at the Hughesdale Railway Station. 

 

 
                                                             
1
 Gobbi, H.G.: Taking Its Place – A History of Oakleigh 2004. pp 155, 192. 

2
 Ibid pp 63 

http://www.monash.vic.gov.au/


2 
 

Hughesdale Railway Station: The original railway station building was opened in February 1925 

(with this name) as a result of lobbying efforts by the Poath Road Railway Station League.  The 

League had to contribute £1000 of local private money towards the cost of building the station. The 

station was named in honour of Councillor J. V. Hughes who was one of the active lobbyists.    Before 

this, Hughesdale was the site of the junctions of the Outer Circle  railway line with the 

Dandenong/Gippsland line.  The establishment of the Hughesdale station led to the development of 

the shopping strip next to it and to housing estates nearby.  The original timber station building 

burnt down in 1975 and was replaced in 1977. The latter building was demolished in 2017 and the 

station was rebuilt in 2018 under the Level Crossing Removal project.  As it was, however, relocated 

to the west side of Poath Road it is now in Murrumbeena rather than Hughesdale.  The Victorian 

railways code for this station is HUG and it is 15.48 km from Southern Cross station.3 

 

Walk south on the western side of Poath Road. 

 

Rosella Street: so named because of market gardens here which grew tomatoes for the Rosella 

tomato sauce factory. 

 

 

Poath Road (east side, near Arthur Street):  six matching two-storey shops in inter-war architectural 

style.  These properties have a heritage overlay under the Monash Planning Scheme.4 

 

Cross Kangaroo Road and keep walking south towards North Road.  Turn left into Fintonia Street.  At 

the end of Fintonia Street, turn right at Hotham Street.  At the end of Hotham Street, at Dallas Street, 

you will face Hughesdale Primary School.  Walk south along Brine Street to the school entrance. 

 

 

Hughesdale Primary School in Brine Street:  opened in February 1924, originally Oakleigh South 

Primary School, renamed in 1938.  At its peak the school had 1296 students and after WWII was one 

of Victoria’s largest primary schools.  (Brine Street is named after an Oakleigh councillor and real 
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estate agent, Herbert Brine, who owned a property on the south-west corner of Dandenong and 

Warrigal Roads.)5 

Walk north along Hotham Street towards Kangaroo Road.   

 

Hotham Street is named after Sir Charles Hotham, the Governor of Victoria 1854-1855. 

 

 

Former Congregational Church on corner of Kangaroo Road and Skipton Road:  opened in 1930.  The 

Hughesdale Free Kindergarten (the first kindergarten in the City of Oakleigh), established in 1944, 

originally operated from a hall in the grounds of this church.  This church is now, coincidentally, a 

child-care centre.6 

 

Walk down Skipton Road to Carlisle Crescent.  Turn left at Carlisle Crescent and walk west then south, 

back to Kangaroo Road. 

 

Carlisle Crescent is curved because it follows the path of the former Rosstown Junction Railway 

owned by William Ross.  This line, commenced in November 1883, ran between Elsternwick Station 

and Oakleigh, with the purpose of transporting sugar beet to Ross’ mill near Koornang Road.  It ran 

east  from Elsternwick, crossing Kooyong, Hawthorn, Bambra and Booran Roads, running parallel 

with Glenhuntly Road until it met the train line at Oakleigh. (Victorian Railways built the junctions at 

each end of the line.)  The project was plagued with problems relating to legislation, finance and 

construction and ultimately was a little-used failure.  The sugar beet mill was demolished in 1908 

and the railway was unsuccessfully auctioned in 1906, after Ross’ death.  The National Bank sold off 

the rails and the Caulfield Council purchased some of the land on which the railway had stood, 

creating from it Ormond Park and various roads. 7  

 

1 Carlisle Crescent: the former home of a prominent member of Oakleigh City Council, Frank 

Richardson, after whom Richardson Street in Hughesdale is named.  Richardson Street, which runs 

off Carlisle Crescent, was formerly Paddington Road South but was renamed in 1938, possibly 

because of the confusion caused by having the railway intersecting the street without a crossing for 

vehicles.8 
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Caulfield. Pp 140-143. 
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Reverse direction and walk back along Carlisle Crescent, away from Kangaroo Road.  Turn left at the 

small lane leading to Galbally Reserve. 

 

 

Galbally Reserve:  formerly the site of a cricket ground.9 

 

Turn left into Freda Street. 

 

 

Hughesdale Kindergarten:  on the site of the former Rosstown Junction Railway.10 

Walk to the end of Freda Street, turn right at Poath Road and walk north towards Hughesdale 

Railway Station.  Walk north past the station and turn right at Willesden Road. 

 

 
In Willesden Road, corner of Bletchley Road:  St Anargyri Church, opened in 1973, replacing a former 

chapel of the Greek Orthodox Church), and Oakleigh Grammar School, originally the Greek Orthodox 

College of St Anargyri opened 1983.  The school caters to primary and secondary students and was 

originally established to support the Greek community which settled in Oakleigh/Hughesdale after 

WWII.  There was also a significant Italian population in the Oakleigh area and as Helen Gobbi’s book 
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indicates, “in 1976 migrants accounted for thirty-five per cent of the City’s [ie Oakleigh’s] population 

of approximately 57,000”.11   

Turn left at Bletchley Road and walk north to Euston Road.  Turn right at Euston Road and walk 

towards Dandenong Road.   

 

There are many attractive houses in Euston Road. 

 

   

    

 

 

 

 
 

 

These walks were devised by History Monash Inc in September 2020.  They are based upon 

information contained in H.G. Gobbi’s book Taking Its Place: A History of Oakleigh 2004, copyright, 

and several other sources.    (Photos in this document: History Monash Inc August 2020).  For 

enquiries, email info@historymonash.org.au 

Sincere thanks to our sponsors:  Bendigo Bank – Pinewood Community Bank, Barry Plant Bayside 

and the City of Monash. 
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