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WALK FOUR:  ATKINSON STREET/DANDENONG ROAD PRECINCT 
 

Source: 

Gobbi, H.G.:  Taking Its Place – A History of Oakleigh 2004. 

 

Please note:  some buildings included in this walk display modifications and modern signage, so 

may be somewhat different to their earliest appearance. 

 

 

Atkinson Street is named after Christine and William Atkinson who settled in the Oakleigh area 

before 1842.  William was appointed by the colonial government as keeper of the local pound which 

held straying stock.  Atkinson Street and surrounds was the site of many large and expensive homes, 

some of which had a view of the sea and city and were built in the late nineteenth century.  The 

“Atkinson  Street Hill” was a desirable place in which to live.   In the 1920s Atkinson Street became 

Oakleigh’s medical precinct, partly because of the St Alban’s Hospital in Palmer Street (see below).  

 

The section of Dandenong Road between Warrigal Road and Atkinson Street was originally known as 

The Broadwood until 1901 when it was renamed Broadway, before becoming part of the Princes’ 

Highway in 1946.   

 

You may wish to start in Palmer Street, at the corner of Drummond Street. Walk east, along the north 

side of Palmer Street towards Atkinson Street. 

 

Former Palmer Street hospital:  at 15 Palmer Street, originally a 

private Convalescent Home and council building for the Borough of 

Oakleigh. In 1912 it became a private hospital known as St Albans 

and in 1920 claimed to have one of the best private hospital 

operating theatres in Victoria. The hospital was also a well 

patronised maternity facility.  In 1946 it was scheduled to be closed 

by its owner and the State Government bought it in 1948, 

whereupon it was renamed the Oakleigh District Community Hospital. Its closure was announced in 

1983 and it is now a private residence.1 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
1 Gobbi, H.G.: Taking Its Place – A History of Oakleigh 2004. pp. 150, 171, 209, 217-218, 225 

 



2 
 

 

  Cottages in Palmer Street 

 

Turn left out of Palmer Street into Atkinson Street.  Walk north towards Dandenong Road.  At 

Dandenong Road, turn right at the corner out of Atkinson Street. 

 

Former Oakleigh Court house, 1436 Dandenong Road, corner of Atkinson 

Street:  built in 1934, closed in 1994. (Dandenong Magistrates Court has 

taken over its functions.)  A local builder, Walter Medbury, built the 

courthouse at a cost of £2600.  As this was during the Depression, a 

government scheme to assist unemployed men provided workers. The 

building was soon criticised for not having enough seating space for those 

waiting to give evidence.  This courthouse replaced the first Oakleigh 

courthouse (opened 1871) which had stood on the same site, further back 

from road, and which was dilapidated and too small for purpose.2 

 

 

Now cross Dandenong Road at the Atkinson Street corner.  Once across, walk west along Dandenong 

Road towards Warrigal Road. 

 

Leighoak Hotel at 1555 Dandenong Road:  originally known as the 

Oakleigh Hotel, this is the oldest hotel in the district.  It was standing 

as a solid, two-storey building by 1854.  It was originally owned by 

the Gibson family who extended it in 1858, including stables in the 

Atkinson Street side.  In the 1860s court sessions were held in the 

hotel, before a courthouse was built.  The hotel also occasionally 

served as a morgue, which was not uncommon in those days.  In the 

early 1880s the part of Atkinson Street which ran alongside the hotel 

was known as “Metho Alley” due to the rather wild clientele. The hotel was renovated inside in 

1912, including new leadlight windows.3 

 

 

Foresters’ Arms Hotel at 1529 Dandenong Road:  granted its licence 

in 1864, this hotel is named after the Ancient Order of Foresters, a 

friendly society, ie philanthropic organisation, which met there.  

Originally timber, it was replaced by a large, two storey brick building 

in 1884.  It was known as the “cyclists’ hotel” in the early 1900s due 

to the patronage of cyclists during the cycling boom.4 

                                                             
2
 Ibid pp 44, 107, 186, 187-188, 226 

3
 Ibid pp 29, 32, 36, 39, 40, 42, 44, 61, 73, 74, 107, 134, 136. 

4
 Ibid pp 40, 41, 61, 66, 73, 74, 106, 125 
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Former ES&A Bank:  on the north-east corner of Dandenong Road 

and Drummond Street, opened in 1883 and the first bank in 

Oakleigh.  This solid building had two rooms (a banking chamber and 

manager’s office) as well as a vault. The bank was built due to the 

efforts of its first manager, D.W. Nicoll (after whom the reserve is 

named).  The first operations of the bank were conducted in a shanty 

building, but Nicoll expanded the business enough to justify this 

permanent building.  A manager’s residence was added in 1885.5 

 

Cross Warrigal Road and walk to the north west corner of Warrigal Road and Dandenong Road. 

 

 

Anglican Church of Holy Trinity: on the north-west corner of Warrigal Road 

and Dandenong Road.  This is the oldest standing church building in the 

Oakleigh area.  The sign attached to it says that it was established in 1858.  

The Minister at the time, Henry Liddiard, said that this building “would do 

justice to any English village”.  Its bell tolled for one hour on (or around) 22 

January 1901 to mark the death of Queen Victoria.  The earlier Church of 

England building was a weatherboard hut near Scotchman’s Creek, Oakleigh.  

The new, larger church building, closer to the Dandenong Road/Warrigal 

Road corner, was opened in 1919. 6  

 

 

 

The Parish Hall of the Holy Trinity Church, built in 1901.7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now walk back to Atkinson Street and walk south along it away from Dandenong Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
5
 Ibid pp 56, 73, 95, 128, 132 

6
 Ibid pp 29-30, 112, 120, 188 

7
 See footnote 6 
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This Queen Anne style house on the north-east corner of Atkinson Street 

and Albert Street was built in 1904.  It is the former home of Edwin Corr, a 

prominent member of the Oakleigh community.  Corr was a solicitor (firm of 

Corr and Corr), councillor for twenty years and mayor from 1916-1917.  Corr 

Street Oakleigh is named after him, and Warrawee Park was named after 

this house “Warrawee”. 8  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Wattlebank”.  This house on the south-east corner of Atkinson 

Street and Albert Street is another example of the impressive houses 

built on the Atkinson Street hill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk along Albert Street and turn into Clyde Street. 

 

Clyde Street, and Grant and Tamar Streets which run parallel to Clyde Street:  many of the original 

homes here were built for workers at the Oakleigh brickyards around the 1880s.  The building boom 

in Melbourne in the 1880s led to a huge increase in brick production and the Oakleigh brickworks 

were a major industry in this region for a century, as good clay for this had been found near 

Scotchman’s Creek.  Most of the brickworks were north of Dandenong Road, but the Oakleigh 

brickworks owned by John Scott was located near the northern end of Tamar and Clyde Streets.9 

 

 

A cottage in Clyde Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
8
 Ibid pp 123, 129, 145, 146, 174, 186, 187 

9
 Ibid p 68 
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These walks were devised by History Monash Inc in September 2020.  They are based upon 

information contained in H.G. Gobbi’s book Taking Its Place: A History of Oakleigh 2004, copyright, 

and several other sources.    (Photos in this document: History Monash Inc August 2020).  For 

enquiries, email info@historymonash.org.au 

Sincere thanks to our sponsors:  Bendigo Bank – Pinewood Community Bank, Barry Plant Bayside 

and the City of Monash. 

 

 


